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Republic of Madagascar

Estimated population 17.4 million

Madagascar is a large island separated from the south eastern coast of Africa by the Mozambique Channel. A former
French colony it gained its independence in 1960. Coffee, sugar cane, pepper, vanilla and cotton are important crops
and tourism is increasingly important as a foreign currency earner. Mauritius has a high GDP per capita by African
standards of $5,010 and is rated 63rd in the UN Human development index. Female life expectancy is 59 and male 54.
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