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Rwanda

Estimated population 9 million

Rwanda came to the attention of the international community during the genocide of 1994 when over 800,000 people lost
their lives. It is an extremely densely-populated country in which malnutrition is a serious problem. A period of nominal
German occupation ended after the First World War to be succeeded by more hands-on rule from Belgium the colonial
power in the neighbouring Congo. Rwanda is rated 158th in Human Development and had a GDP of $240 in 2005. Life
expectancy is 46 for females and 42 for males. Subsistence agriculture is widespread and industrial development is weak.
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