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Swaziland

Estimated population 1.1 million

One of the last remaining absolute monarchies in the world Swaziland is ruled by the eccentric and authoritarian King
Mswati Ill. A landlocked country surrounded by South Africa and Mozambique it has a GDP per capita of $2,300 and is
ranked 146th in Human Development. Despite his country’s poverty King Mswati spends large sums on self-
aggrandisement including a fleet of luxury cars and a series of opulent mansions for each of his numerous wives. The
country has the second highest incidence of HIV-AIDS in the world. Female life expectancy is 35 and male 33.
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